
East Lawrence Neighborhood Association   
P.O. Box 442393 
Lawrence, KS 66044 
eastlawrence@yahoo.com 
                                                                               
 

May 17, 2017  
 
To: Sandra Day, Lynne Zollner, Scott McCullough  
Re: 700 New Hampshire Grocery Store/Development 
 
The East Lawrence Neighborhood Association wants to personally thank you for your dedication 
to this project, and to all the folks who are making this happen, the grocery store group, Treaner 
and his group, as well as Price Chopper! Everyone in our neighborhood is very enthusiastic 
about the prospect of a grocery store that will serve the food desert that exists within our 
neighborhood and surrounding areas. We want a Grocery Store! We as a neighborhood 
association look forward to aiding in this project in any capacity we can. We have gathered some 
comments about this project. Considering the influence this grocery store will have on the direct 
neighbors, the neighborhood and our community, we feel it is our duty to share those with you at 
this early time. 
 
In no particular order here’s our questions and comments. 
 

1) Please outline the approval process this project will follow through City Hall. Please 
include dates of submittals, public meetings, deadlines for staff and public comment 
(individuals, neighborhoods, Downtown, etc.) and which governing bodies it will pass 
through. We will be working to disseminate this info through our communications 
processes. 

2) We understand there is an appeal process associated with this early stage of the project. 
Can you describe that process to us? 

3) We have begun compiling concerns about this project. It will have a great impact on the 
neighbors across Rhode Island street and beyond, and we hope to see their concerns 
addressed as a part of this review process. We will be providing those concerns at a later 
time, once we get a better picture of what the process will look like. 

4) We understand elevations are typically a part of the site plan submitted to planning.  
a. Will the recently submitted elevations be a part of this site plan review?  
b. Will the recent submission of elevations impact comment dates? 
c. When will the elevations be available for our review?  
d. Once the elevations are available, can we get two large copies for display and 
discussion at our June 5th meeting? 
e. Do the submitted elevation drawings include parking lot elevations? We would like to 
see more detail on access to Rhode Island street.  

5) We feel strongly that the City Preservation Planner should be fully involved in this 
project, which is within the environs of this historic area that contributes so much to the 
ambience and flavor of Lawrence’s unique historic downtown and neighborhoods. We 
note that this site has numerous historic features, including the livery stable north wall 
that was identified as essential on the Borders site and the stone walls and stairways 
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along Rhode Island street that were identified and restored as a part of the Hobbs Taylor 
project. This project is also adjacent to the North Rhode Island National Historic District 
and is within the environs of the pre-civil-war home at 724 Rhode Island street which is 
listed on the local historic register. 

6) Will there be separate review processes for the site plan and for the Historic Review?  
7) We are also interested in how well this project adheres to the Downtown Design 

Guidelines. Will this assessment be part of the review process?  
8) What incentives will the developer be asking for from the City, and when will that occur? 

How will that fit in with this overall review process? 
9) The 700 block of Rhode Island is currently a one-way street with a caveat that you can 

drive the wrong way if you are visiting folks who live on the block. The current site plan 
shows access to Rhode Island street. Will Rhode Island remain a one-way street? Will the 
exception for residents and their visitors still be honored?   

 
We appreciate the opportunity to participate in and help shape the Future of Lawrence, and we 
look forward to hearing the answers to our questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Phil Collison 
 

 
 
President, East Lawrence Neighborhood Association 
 
P.S., did we mention how much we want and need a grocery store downtown? It will be a very 
good thing! 
 
CC: Grocery Store Group, via Dave Crawford 


