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From the President Bary Shalinsky

. As always, fall is a busy time in East Lawrence, so let’s get
into it!

% Along with our Annual YArt Sale every March, the East

. %, Lawrence Block Party in September is ELNA’s signature

© ¥ event. We have held a neighborhood picnic every year for

. W over 45 years! This year is no different. Join us on Saturday,
« ® September 27 at Hobbs Park for an unmistakable celebration
of local culture, East Lawrence style!

L

On September 16, the Lawrence City Commission adopted the City’s budget for
2026. Neighborhood association funding was part of the budget discus-
sion. Traditionally, ELNA and other neighborhood associations representing low/
mod income neighborhoods have received very small grants for staffing and commu-
nications. This funding was removed from the City Manager’s original budget rec-
ommendation this year. Four neighborhoods asked for the funding to be restored,
and the City Commission agreed to do so, with a hitch. A couple of the Commission-
ers voiced concerns that they did not want the $20K in citywide neighborhood fund-
ing to be allocated as it had been in in the past, so the bottom line is that we do not
know whether ELNA will receive any funding, and if so, how much. Expect us to
start a public broadcasting style fundraising appeal, asking people to send us an
amount of your choosing on a recurring monthly basis to help continue our work on
behalf of East Lawrence. Contributions to ELNA are tax deductible.

Brick sidewalks (Connecticut Street 9™ to 12th) were on the agenda at the same
meeting. City staff sought approval of a bid that would replace 80% of the brick
sidewalks in the project area with concrete and rebuild 20% with brick. ELNA wrote
a letter asking the City to delay because: 1.This project should have waited for the
completion of revisions to the East Lawrence Neighborhood Plan that are underway,
and 2. Property owners were strongly encouraged to choose concrete for repairs, and
were provided with cost estimates that underestimated the cost of concrete and wild-
ly overestimated the cost of brick. While the Commission did not hit the pause but-
ton on the entire project, the City did agree to go back to all property owners to pro-
vide accurate cost information, which we hope will cause some property owners to

revisit their choice of new concrete and opt for brick repairs
cont. on pg. 2

It’s a potluck style neighbor party

and you’re invited!

Please come! Sat., Sept. 27th, 2025 Hobbs Park, 10th & Delaware 5-9pm

ELNA will provide the burgers (both meat and vegetarian) and some drinks. We’ll
have beer for purchase by donation. You can bring a side dish or dessert to share.
We’ll have live music and raffle items, for sure, merch for sale, games, info tables,
and maybe a silly hat or two. We’ll ask our Bike Repair friends if they can come too,
so you can bring your bike in need of small mending. And speaking of bikes, our
buddy JT is willing to valet park your bike if you ride your bike to the event. Thanks
JT! We have invited community organizations to set up info tables, along with City
Commission and School Board candidates.

Want to help? We need volunteers to set up, grill, person the raffle/merch table, and
clean up after.

Got something fun to donate to the raffle? We’d love it!

Please let us know if you can help by emailing Lane at eastlawrence@-yahoo.com.
Can’t wait to see you all! Please feel free to bring guests. Everyone is welcome.
Saturday September 27th, 5:00pm.



La Yarda Mural Celebration

Saturday September 20th, 5:30pm

All are welcome to celebrate the unveiling of the new
public art installation honoring the La Yarda community
on September 20! The event begins with a red ribbon
dedication of the mural panels created by artist Javy Ortiz
at the corner of the Lawrence Loop at 8th & Delaware.
Mariachi musicians will guide community members
down the trail to Van Go (715 New Jersey Street) for a
community celebration with refreshments and live music.
Maria the Mexican will perform an invigorating selection
of music inspired by each of the six mural panels.

The La Yarda Public Art Project was produced by the
Lawrence Arts Center and made possible by funding
from Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas as part of
LiveWell Douglas County’s Pathways to a Healthy Kan-
sas grant. This project recognizes the contributions of the
La Yarda residents and invites visitors to revisit history
while engaging in the outdoor trail system. Historical
signage to accompany this artwork is supported by the
Douglas County Natural and Cultural Heritage Grant Pro-
gram. The celebration is made possible from grant sup-
port from the City of Lawrence Department of Parks,
Recreation and Culture.

Special thank you to the steering committee comprised of
members from the La Yarda families, art professionals
from the City of Lawrence, the Lawrence Arts Center and
the East Lawrence Neighborhood Association, and com-
munity partners from LiveWell Douglas County, Friends
of Lawrence Area Trails (FLAT), and the Watkins Muse-
um of History.

About the Artist

Javy Ortiz is a Mexican-born interdisciplinary artist resid-
ing in Lawrence, KS. As a self-taught artist, Javy works
prolifically to expand his knowledge and craftsmanship
while embracing an experimental approach to creating.
He pulls inspiration from personal experiences, as well as
pop culture and contemporary social issues. Mixing and
layering mediums such as acrylics, spray paint, and
epoxy resin, Javy creates compositions that explore iden-
tity and resemble the path we navigate through our daily
lives. Javy’s work has been featured in numerous group
exhibitions regionally and can be found in many private
collections.

About the Music

Influenced by traditional Mariachi music, Maria The
Mexican is a mezcla of Mexican folklore and Rock n’
Roll. For ten years, Maria Elena Cuevas performed with
her grandmother’s mariachi band Mariachi Estrella. In
2012, Maria connected with longtime Alt-R&B musician
Garrett Nordstrom to form the fusion of Maria The Mexi-
can. MTM 1is mixed with a touch of blues, soul, funk, and
rock n’ roll enhanced by the musical knowledge and
sounds of Nordstrom. With a southwestern flare and mel-
ancholy motifs, Maria The Mexican rocks it out in Span-
ish and English with a host of emotion.

Municipal Stadium at Hobbs
Park Legacy Project

From the KVKL website — https://kawvalleykickball.com/
municipal-stadium-at-hobbs-park-legacy-project/

by Elizabeth Karr, August 8th 2025

The Municipal Stadium at Hobbs Park Legacy Project is
underway — and we need your support!

We’re raising funds to preserve Municipal Stadium — a
historic field that’s been part of Lawrence life since 1947.
Over the years, the stadium has hosted semi-pro major
league baseball, Negro League games, youth baseball,
adult softball, and today serves as home to the Kaw Valley
Kickball League.

After decades of use, the grandstand and field are in need
of repair and rehabilitation.

Y our support will help fund a National Register of Historic
Places nomination, which can unlock state and federal tax
credits plus grant funding to help pay for these much-
needed upgrades — bolstering city investment and ena-
bling matching opportunities for outside funding.

This community-led effort aims to kickstart a broader cam-
paign that combines private donations with public support.
ensuring this celebrated recreation space continues to bring
people together for generations to come.

Learn more and donate: https://dccfoundation.fcsuite.com/
erp/donate/create/fund?funit_id=6742

This community-led project is supported by:

City of Lawrence staff, East Lawrence Neighborhood As-
sociation, Lawrence Preservation Alliance, Kaw Valley
Kickball League, Watkins Museum of History, Hernly As-
sociates, and the Shelley Miller Charitable Trust.

From the PreSident, continued from page 1

It is local election season in Kansas. On our ballot, four
candidates will vie for two seats on the Lawrence City
Commission, while seven candidates compete for three
seats on the USD 497 School Board. Remember these
dates: Voter registration deadline is October 14. Advance
voting in person and by mail begin on October 15. Election
Day is Tuesday, November 4. Voting locations are the Ci-
der Gallery (If you live north of Eleventh Street) or Trinity
Lutheran Church (if you live between Eleventh and Fif-
teenth Streets). YOUR VOTE MATTERS MOST IN LO-
CAL ELECTIONS!

Finally, November is also election time for positions on
the ELNA Board of Directors! ELNA bylaws provide that
in order to seek a position on the Board, candidates must
declare their intention to run at the October ELNA meet-
ing, October 13. The election will be held at our November
ELNA meeting on November 10. For more info, or to de-
clare your interest if you are unable to attend, please con-
tact our Neighborhood Coordinator, Lane Eisenbart at
eastlawrence@yahoo.com.
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School News

Our neighborhood schools have a couple of news items
to share:

New York

NY School thanks you all for hosting NY Montessori
enrollment signs in your yards. You can take them out of
your yards now, and drop them off at the school. We’ll
use them again in the spring!

Snack Drive
Snacks!!!

Kids are always hungry and it’s hard to learn when you
are hungry! We have parents provide snacks for the
classrooms but sometimes money is tight or kids are ex-
tra hungry and there is a shortage. We are hoping to
stock a back up cabinet and a build a little funds to help
support our kids and our staff!

2 local neighborhood businesses have graciously agreed
to collect items!

You can drop them during business hours.

Elevate Arts of Wellness — 1407 Massachusetts Street
Paisley and Stripe — 846 Pennsylvania

You can also drop items off at the school during the day.

Monetary donations are also appreciated! You can send
directly through Venmo or PayPal @nyepta - add snacks
in the comments

Come join us on Sunday mornings!

9:00 am. -

American Sign

Language Class

9:30 am. - In-person and

Livestream Worship

10:30 am. -

Sunday School and
Adult Forum
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LUTHERAN CI;IU‘B’C};I
1245 New Hampshire St
Lawrence, KS 66044

p. 785.843.4150

\\\\\\'.tlcla\\‘reuce.org Livestream

Site Council Members Wanted

Site Council Meets at 5:30pm, at NY School, on October
9th, November 13th, December 11th, January 8th, Febru-
ary 5th, March 12th, April 9th, and May 14th this school
year.

2 new community members and 1 business member want-
ed. Please join us!

PTA meets right after at 6:15.

Central

The annual Liberty Memorial Central Middle School Fun
Run is tentatively scheduled for Friday October 31st!

The Fun Run has been a Central tradition since 1981.
Each year the entire student body works together to make
our school-wide fundraising goal by collecting pledges
for the annual event. The money raised through the Fun
Run will help fund the “extras” we want to provide for
our students at Liberty Memorial Central Middle School.
All students will benefit from the money raised as these
funds support our field trips, school wide celebrations,
after school clubs, extra supplies and materials, athletics,
activities, and a variety of other needs. So please consider
sponsoring a student!

If you have any questions, you’d like to volunteer to per-
son a corner at the run, or you’d like to make a direct do-
nation to the fundraiser, you can make contact with PTO

Mower and Tiller for Rent

It’s yard work time again! When your grass is green and
growing, you can rent a mower from ELNA for $10 per
half day. When you’re ready to till up your garden, you
can rent a tiller for just $20 per half day. Please be pre-
pared to provide your own transportation. Contact Phil by
call or text 785-843-8098 or email to phil@pcollison.com.

TOM HARPER

CRS, ABR, GR, e-PRO, REALTOR®
tomharper(@stephensre.com

Tom-Harper.com

785-218-6351

Find me on Instagram @

(@Lawrencemodern STEPHENS

REAL ESTATE
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Eastside E uropean — Conscientious Care for European Automobiles

Specializing in BMW and Mini, along with servicing for many other European automobiles
including Mercedes-Benz, Audi and VW, Eastside European is Lawrence’s trusted destina-
tion for European car owners looking for competent, conscientious automotive repair. We
also welcome late model Subaru and Toyota cars. Locally owned and operated, we’re proud
to be a part of the East Lawrence neighborhood.

(785) 843-5606 - eastside-european.com ¢ 901 Delaware
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