
   

 

ELNA 
General Meeting 

November 11th   7- 9 pm 

December 9th    7- 9 pm 

IN PERSON AT THE DEPOT! 

7th & New Jersey Streets 

And Online via Zoom 

Agenda & Zoom Link 

always available at http://

www.eastlawrence.com/meetings 

From the President        Barry Shalinsky  

November 2024 
& December2024 

w w w . e a s t l a w r e n c e . c o m 

Board Contacts 

Barry Shalinsky, President, 
 elnaprez@yahoo.com 

KT Walsh, Vice Pres, HRC rep 
 kathleenbridgetwalsh052@ 
 gmail.com 

Aaron Paden, Treasurer, 
 aaronpaden@gmail.com 

Phil Collison, Secretary, 
 phil@pcollison.com 
 785-843-8098 

Pam Blackburn,  
 pamblackburn55@gmail.com 

Sacie Lambertson, 
     sacie.lambertson@gmail.com 

Brenda Nunez, 
 brendajnunez@hotmail.com 

Julianna Patterson, 
  pattejul000@gmail.com 

Krista Gentry, 
  leekris@hotmail.com 

Darrel Proffitt, 
  darrelproffitt@yahoo.com 

 

ELNA Contacts 

Lane Eisenbart, Coordinator 

eastlawrence@yahoo.com  
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.  There’s a crisp chill in the air, the autumn leaves are 
beautiful colors, and political yard signs dot the land-
scape. As we always do, ELNA encourages you to 
VOTE, and we provide the info you need to know about 
dates, deadlines and locations inside this newsletter. 
ELNA makes advertising space available in this news-
letter for candidates wishing to bring their message to 

East Lawrence voters. Some candidates chose to do so, and others did not. 
Regardless of advertising, ELNA does not endorse or oppose any candidate 
for elective office, ever. Our bylaws prohibit it. And frankly, we appreciate 
anyone who is willing to step forward and offer themselves for public ser-
vice, regardless of their point of view. Our ELNA Board does take a some-
what unusual step of weighing in with concerns about the ballot proposal to 
change the form of Lawrence municipal governance. Please read and con-
sider these concerns when deciding on your vote. 

In East Lawrence, one good election deserves another! At our November 
ELNA meeting, we will hold an Election for Board members. You need to 
be a member to vote. There is info about candidates inside this newsletter. 
Contact Neighborhood Coordinator Lane Eisenbart at eastlawrence@-
yahoo.com with any ELNA Board election questions.  ELNA Board mem-
ber Juliana Patterson is stepping down and not seeking another term. We 
are grateful for her thoughtful service! 

Elections are not the only thing on our minds this time of year. The 
building housing Liberty Memorial Central Middle School has served to 
educate East Lawrence learners for 100 years, first as Lawrence’s high 
school and more recently as a junior high / middle school. If you missed 
the recent downtown Zombie Walk, you still have the opportunity to cheer 
on students, in costume, in their annual Fun Run on October 25. In con-
junction with the Fun Run, please donate generously to the Central Oppor-
tunity Fund to help support student programs. 

Interested in learning more about East Lawrence’s history? Dennis 
Domer, author of “Embattled Lawrence” is offering lectures at the Law-
rence Public Library on October 30, and November 6. Both lectures begin 
at 6 pm. 

Once again this year, ELNA is “adopting” a family for the holidays.  
Contact Lane at eastlawrence@yahoo.com if you would like to help! We 
have a fun time wrapping gifts. 

On a more serious note, the City is finalizing amendments to the Law-
rence Land Development Code which would eliminate single family zon-
ing and reduce parking requirements in vast areas of the city, including 
East Lawrence. ELNA is concerned these changes could result in even 
more demolitions of historic structures in Lawrence. We do not have a 
schedule of remaining meetings at press time. 

For up-to-date information on the Land Development Code and other 
matters of ongoing interest in East Lawrence, follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram, and subscribe to our weekly e-news by contacting Lane.  

Wishing everyone happy holidays and much to be thankful for, and we 
will see you with another edition of the East Lawrence News in 2025! 

 



 2 

 Adopt a Family for the Holidays 
Again this year, ELNA will adopt a family 

for the holidays through ECKAN.   

How it works: 

ECKAN accepts applications from families they serve in 

early November. By the end of November the application 

closes and ECKAN begins to match families with organiza-

tions and groups who have indicated interest in adopting a 

family.   

(If you’ve not heard of ECKAN, that’s East Central Kan-

sas Economic Opportunity Corporation. They’re a nonprofit 

that serves Douglas and surrounding counties and provides 

individuals and families with assistance with everything 

from case management to a diaper pantry to rent and utility 

assistance. Check them out!)  

ECKAN then shares details with us about the family as-

signed to us. We usually ask to adopt one large family, with 

many children, as they are often most difficult to match.  

ECKAN gives us a few details about our family like age, 

gender, clothing and shoe size, and a few items they might 

each like to receive as gifts. For example, they might tell us 

there is a boy in our family who is six years old, wears a 

youth medium in shirts, size 7 pants, children’s shoe size 

12, likes Pokemon and wants comics and art supplies for 

Christmas. ECKAN will give us this kind of information for 

all members of the family.   

As an organization, ELNA will then share family details 

with neighbors who want to participate in the project. We’ll 

collect a suit of clothes and presents for each family mem-

ber and a grocery gift card for the family’s holiday meal.  

Sometimes, neighbors want to contribute just cash or check 

and Lane will do the shopping.  :)  

Then we have a party! We get all the gifts we’ve collect-

ed together and wrap them. Aaron usually makes some chili 

and people bring snacks and drinks to share.  You’re invit-

ed! Even if you don’t contribute an item to the family.  

Come help us wrap!  

AND THEN Lane can get any last minute gifts or gift 

cards and deliver the whole carload to ECKAN to be given 

to the family. Usually, the gifts have to be ready for the 

family by the second week of December.   

Want to help? 

All you have to do is email Lane at eastlawrence@-

yahoo.com. Lane will send an email with details about the 

family as she has them, updates, and a plan for the wrapping 

party. Watch social media too. We’ll put something out 

there as well. Let us know if you want to help or have ques-

tions.   

City of Lawrence Safe 
Winter Walkways 
Preparing snow routes for pedestrian traffic 

The Safe Winter Walkways Program is an excellent re-
source for members of our community who are physically 
unable to keep their sidewalks clear during snow events. The 
goal is to create safer and more accessible pedestrian walk-
ways, and it is a structured version of what already happens 
in many neighborhoods – neighbors helping neighbors. Vol-
unteers are matched with residents needing assistance, and 
the program makes every effort to match volunteers with 
residents in their neighborhoods. All volunteers are asked to 
commit to the entire snow season and be willing to shovel 
after each winter weather event. Volunteers are not required 
to provide snow removal for private driveways, sidewalks or 
walkways, but they may choose to also clear those areas, 
especially a path from the front door to the sidewalk. 

The Safe Winter Walkways is a program provided by the 
City of Lawrence and the Senior Resource Center for Doug-
las County. 

November 15, 2024 is the deadline for registering for as-
sistance with Safe Winter Walkways.  To sign up to receive 
assistance shoveling your walkway, fill in this form: 
https://lawrence.wufoo.com/forms/z1hlq3c10k6ye8n/ 

To volunteer to help Lawrence residents who can’t physi-
cally shovel their sidewalks, fill out and submit this volun-
teer sign up form:  https://lawrence.wufoo.com/forms/
w7p2m1/  

Please direct questions to Larry Woydziak at the Senior 
Resource Center for Douglas County, 
(785) 727-7875. You may also call the Senior Center to reg-
ister to receive or provide services.  

FREE AT LPL – 
Dennis Domer Lectures 

Dennis Domer, noted local architectural historian, is the 
editor of the “Embattled Lawrence” book series. Professor 
Domer has spent years studying and elevating the history of 
East Lawrence.  

Two FREE East Lawrence relevant lectures at the Law-
rence Public Library are upcoming. These are the same lec-
tures given earlier this year at the Cider Gallery as fundrais-
ers for the next volume of the series.    

Both lectures begin at 6 pm at the Lawrence Public Li-
brary. 

October 30—Early Sewers in Lawrence (a lot about East 
Lawrence) 

November 6—Age of Activism in East Lawrence 
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ELNA Merch! 
ELNA merch really does make the perfect holiday gift.  

We’ve got tees – ELNA graphic white on color and the 
newish design heathered green with yellow lettering, Shel-
ley Miller Memorial (Ever-Vigilant Neighborhood Bitch) 
tees in heathered grey and blue, black Wishing Bench tees, 
and a few random others. Tees are $12, $15, or $18, de-
pending. We’ve got Hoodies too! Brown and black zippered 
hoodies and new Navy blue possum lady pull over hooded 
sweatshirts. Hoodies are $25 each. Sizes range from 2xl to 
small in tees and hoodies, but we’d just have to check. :)  
Possum Pride tote bags are $15. Email eastlawrence@-
yahoo.com with questions and we can check to see if we 
have the color/size you want! Watch our e-news and social 
media for pop up merch sales at the Murphy Brommelsick 
House at 10th and Delaware as the holidays approach.    

ELNA Board Notes Concerns 
About Local Ballot Measure  

There are two local questions on the general election bal-
lot. At the October meeting, ELNA members discussed the 
ballot measure that would change the City of Lawrence’s 
form of government from “Commission-Manager” govern-
ance to “Modified Mayor-Council-Manager” governance. 
Members expressed several concerns about the proposed 
change, and the Board voted to publish those concerns in 
this newsletter. ELNA never endorses or opposes candi-
dates for elective office, and rarely takes official positions 
on ballot measures. The Board encourages readers to con-
sider these concerns when deciding how to vote on the 
change in government measure: 

1. Although there is a resolution outlining what a Mayor-
Council-Manager government would look like, that resolu-
tion is not legally binding, and the Commission could re-
make the government in a different manner if this measure 
passes. The ballot question itself is vague about any details.  

2. There has been a sharp rise in campaign contributions 
in local elections in recent years, particularly from donors 
representing real estate development interests. A directly 
elected Mayor serving a four-year term could thoroughly 
remake the Planning Commission, Board of Zoning Ap-
peals and Historic Resources Commission, and strip them 
of diverse points of view. There is less risk of cronyism 
with a one-year rotating mayor.  

3. There has been a disturbing trend over the last decade 
of the Commission abdicating its decision-making authority 
on several topics, particularly land development related, and 
delegating it to professional staff. Many decisions which 
should engender more discussion are buried in the consent 
agenda. This proposal does nothing to reverse that trend.   

4. The County just went through a process to revamp the 
manner in which County Commissioners are elected. Per-
haps it would be prudent to watch for a couple of years to 
see how that works out before setting the City down a simi-
lar path.           

The other local ballot question would repeal the current 
local five one-hundredths of 1% sales tax for affordable 
housing, and replace it with a one-tenth of 1% sales tax for 
affordable housing and homeless services. To put these 
numbers in perspective, a Yes vote would repeal the current 
sales tax of one-half cent on a $10 purchase and replace it 
with a sales tax of one cent on a $10 purchase, or $1 on a 
$1000 purchase. A “No” vote would leave the current sales 
tax of one cent on a $20 purchase or $1 on a $2000 pur-
chase in place. 

Your Bagged Leaves for a 
Community Garden? 

Hi neighbors, want to help support a free public garden in 

East Lawrence? Your bagged leaves will help us mulch gar-

den beds and create compost! Drop off bagged leaves at 

Oread Friends Meeting House, 1146 Oregon Street, in the 

space behind the mailbox and in front of the bushes. If you 

have lots of bagged leaves but can't move them, you can 

email erinadamson17@gmail.com and we will try to pick 

them up. The garden soil thanks you! 
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Thank you to all our volunteers, musicians, attendees, and raffle donors. Special thanks to 
Lawrence Beer Co for donating beer, New York PTA for setting up the cupcake table, and 
the League of Women Voters for registering voters at our event. 
‘Twas a good party! See you all next year!
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Block Party  2024 
Thank you to all our volunteers, musicians, attendees, and raffle donors. Special thanks to 
Lawrence Beer Co for donating beer, New York PTA for setting up the cupcake table, and 
the League of Women Voters for registering voters at our event. 
Twas a good party! See you all next year! 



 6 

 EAST  LAWRENCE  VOTES! 
East Lawrence voters will help elect a new President and Vice-President of the United States! There are contested races for 

US Congress, State Senator, State Board of Education, Douglas County District Attorney and Douglas County Commissioner. 
There is also a ballot question that would change the makeup of the City Commission and directly elect Lawrence’s Mayor, as 
well as a proposal to repeal and replace a local sales tax .East Lawrence Neighborhood Association, as an organization never 
endorses any candidate and rarely takes positions on any ballot measure. BUT we do strongly encourage you to vote, and we 
will help to make sure you have all the information you need to do so. YOUR VOTE MATTERS! PLEASE VOTE! 

First, Make Sure You’re Registered to Vote. 
The last day to register to be eligible to vote in the Election WAS Tuesday October 16th. You can confirm your registration 

here: https://myvoteinfo.voteks.org/voterview/ 

Then, Vote! 

By Mail-In Ballot 
You may request a mail-in ballot at https://www.ksvotes.org/. A separate application must be submitted for each election, 

except in the case of permanent illness or disability. 
Your completed application must be received at the Election Office by the Tuesday October 29th. Submit your application 

much earlier to avoid mail delays! 
Ballots will be mailed to you beginning 20 days before the election. 

Advance Voting 
Advance voting, both in person and by mail in ballot, for the Election begins On Wednesday October 16th. You can return 

your mail-in ballot by mail or put it in a secure ballot drop box. Ballot Drop Boxes are located at these places around the City: 

Douglas County Courthouse, 1100 Massachusetts Street, Lawrence 
Douglas County Election Office, 711 W. 23rd Street, Lawrence 
Douglas County Treasurer Satellite Office, 2000 W. 31st Street, Lawrence 
Douglas County Fairgrounds - Flory Meeting Hall, 2120 Harper St, Lawrence 
Golf Course Superintendents Building, 1421 Research Park Dr, Lawrence 

You can advance vote in person at the Douglas County Election Office, 711 W. 23rd St. Hours are: Weekdays, October 16 
to October 25, 8 am to 6 pm; October 28 to November 1, 8 am to 7 pm. Saturdays, October 26 & November 2, 9 am to 3 pm. 
Monday November 4, 8 am to Noon. 

Election Day! 
The General Election will be held on Tuesday November 5th. If you didn’t advance vote or utilize a mail-in ballot, you can 

vote at your polling place. Polls are open 7am to 7pm. 
Precinct 39 is the area east of Mass and north of 11th. Precinct 39 votes at the Cider Gallery, 810 Pennsylvania. 
Precinct 40 is the area between 11th and 15th, east of Mass and west of Burroughs Creek Trail. Precinct 40 votes at Trinity 

Lutheran Church, 1245 New Hampshire Street. You must vote at your designated precinct polling place on Election Day. 

Who’s Running? These are the contested elections: 
US President and Vice President: 

Kamala Harris & Tim Walz (D) 
Chase Oliver & Mike ter Maat (L) 
Donald Trump & JD Vance (R) 

 US House District 1 
Paul Buskirk (D) 
Tracey Mann (R) 

 Kansas Senate District 2 
Marci Francisco (D) 
David G. Miller (R) 

Lawrence Municipal Questions 
There are ballot questions to change the form of local governance, and to repeal and replace an existing local sales tax. 

More information can be found here: https://www.dgcoks.gov/county-clerk/voting-and-elections/city-of-lawrence-special-
questions . 

What to Bring? 
Be sure to bring your photo identification with you to your polling place when voting in person. In Kansas, a valid photo ID 

can be a driver’s license or non-driver ID issued by the State of Kansas, a conceal carry license issued by the State of Kansas, 
a United States passport, an employee badge or ID document issued by a municipal, county, state or federal government of-
fice, a military ID issued by the United States, a student ID card issued by an accredited postsecondary institution of education 
in the State of Kansas, a public assistance identification card issued by a municipal, county, state or federal government office, 
an ID card issued by an Indian tribe. Persons aged 65 years or older may use expired photo ID documents. 

Voter Education 
The Lawrence Public Library has a robust internet page with links to news articles, candidate forums and other source ma-

terials to help you make informed decisions before voting. Check it out at: https://lplks.org/elections-and-voting/ . 

State Attorney District 7 
 Dakota Loomis (D) 
 Mike Warner (R) 
Kansas Board of Education District 6 
 Beryl Ann New (D) 
 Bruce Schultz (R) 
Douglas County Commission District 2 
 Brad Chun (U) 

Shannon Reid (D) 
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East Lawrence Neighborhood Association 

PO Box 442393 
Lawrence Kansas 66044-2393 

ELNA Board 
Elections in November 

At our monthly ELNA Meeting on 
Monday October 14th, people interested 
in serving on the ELNA Board declared 
their intention to run in the ELNA 
Board election. In order to be able to get 
the names of candidates out to our 
members, ELNA’s bylaws require that 
prospective candidates must declare at 
our October meeting for November 
election.  The candidates seeking to re-
turn for another term are Board Mem-
bers Pam Blackburn, Phil Collison, 
Krista Gentry, Sacie Lambertson, Bren-
da Nunez, Aaron Paden, Darrel Proffitt, 
Barry Shalinsky and KT Walsh. New 
candidates for the Board are neighbors 
Suzan Hampton and Max Wilcox. The 
ELNA Membership will meet on Mon-
day November 11th, 7-9pm at the Santa 
Fe Depot at 7th & New Jersey, and on 
Zoom, and at that time, vote to elect a 
2025 ELNA Board. Questions can be 
directed to Lane eastlawrence@-
yahoo.com.   

SCHOOL NEWS 
LMCMS  

Liberty Memorial Central Middle School is having their annual FUN RUN 
fundraiser again. The FUN RUN is on Friday, October 25, and many of the stu-
dents and staff participate in costume!  The event, a community tradition, is a 2.2 
mile student/staff walk/run through South Park and neighborhood streets, and 
fundraiser for the school.  Even if you miss the run, you can still donate! 

All proceeds go to our Central Opportunity Fund which allows us to provide 
needed dollars to students and staff who have needs for specialty supplies, pro-
jects, events and extra-curricular programming.  

https://payments.efundsforschools.com/fundraising/districts/55379/
campaigns/03FUNRUN25 

Help us reach our goals by November 30th! 
NEW YORK SCHOOL  

Book Buddies Needed 
Share the gift of reading!  
As a book buddy, you will meet your young book buddy one time each week 

while school is in session for 25 minutes during the students lunch time.  
For more information, contact Linda Kucza lkucza@usd497.org.  

NY PTA Dine and Donate at Chipotle 
Monday November 4th, 4-8pm, 911 Mass St 
Must mention New York Elementary PTA when ordering in person. Order 

online and pickup Chipotle for your fundraiser by using the Promo Code 
HRE9W4P on the Chipotle app or website. 25% of sales goes to New York.  
Please note that fundraiser online ordering is only valid through pickup during 
your fundraiser’s scheduled date, time, and assigned restaurant. Ordering delivery 
for fundraisers is not permitted at this time. 

Ongoing Need – 
Boys shorts and comfy pants, sizes 4-5, for our nurses office. Our littlest learn-

ers have accidents sometimes.  
 


