
 

Lawrence Public Library Foundation Obtains Grant from 

Freedom’s Frontier NHA for Burroughs Creek Trail Traveling Exhibit 
 
(LAWRENCE, KS) – Freedom’s Frontier National Heritage Area has awarded the Lawrence Public Library 
Foundation a $4,525 grant for the “Hike through History on the Burroughs Creek Trail” project. 
 
The funding will assist Lawrence Public Library in the development of its traveling exhibit examining key 
historical points along the Burroughs Creek Trail and Linear Park, a 1.7-mile concrete-paved path running 
11th Street to 23rd Street in east Lawrence.  
 
Exhibit panels funded by FFNHA cover the Oregon Trail, the 1863 Quantrill Raid, early railroad history, and 
the stories of several prominent families that settled in Lawrence near the present-day trail, a former rail 
line once operated by the Atchison, Topeka, & Santa Fe. Additional exhibit panels supported by other fun-
ders focus on Langston Hughes, Lawrence’s WWII-era POW branch camp, Beat Generation author-artist Wil-
liam S. Burroughs who is the trail’s namesake, and Douglas County agricultural history exempli@ied by the 
South Lawrence Co-op Elevator.  
 
The exhibit is built around well-designed pop-up display panels presenting engaging narratives based on 
scholarly research and illustrated with archival images from the Watkins Museum, the Kansas Historical So-
ciety, KU’s Spencer Research Library, and other sources. It aims to connect public humanities with health 
and wellness, with the overall goal of encouraging individuals to exercise their bodies and their minds at the 
same time.  
 
A series of bookmarks complementing each display panel will offer suggestions for further reading about 
each topic. Following its run at the Library, the exhibit will travel to various venues throughout Lawrence 
including East Lawrence Recreation Center, Lawrence Memorial Hospital, and the KU Memorial Union.  
The FFNHA grant augments funding and in-kind support from Watkins Community Museum of History, Law-
rence Memorial Hospital, and Dolph and Pam Simons. The project also enjoys formal support from the East 
Lawrence Neighborhood Association and the Brook Creek Neighborhood Association. 
 
The “Hike through History on the Burroughs Creek Trail” is scheduled to be unveiled in late June 2016 at 
theLibrary as a complement to its Summer Reading program, which has an emphasis on @itness. The exhibit 
builds on initial research conducted by a graduate student intern assigned to the project by the Hall Center 
for the Humanities at the University of Kansas in summer 2014. The project is under the direction of Henry 
Fortunato, formerly the award-winning director of public affairs at the Kansas City Public Library and now a  
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visiting fellow at the Hall Center. Lawrence historian Katie Armitage serves as project scholar. 
 
“Since 1904, Lawrence Public Library has served as an indispensable resource for local history information 
in Lawrence,” said Brad Allen, Library Executive Director. “This is the library’s @irst ever interpretive grant. 
We are proud to partner with Freedom’s Frontier National Heritage Area on this exciting project.” 
 
The Freedom’s Frontier Interpretive Grant program was started in 2012. Since then, more than 48 projects 
have been awarded grant funding. Grant projects have been completed on both sides of the Missouri-
Kansas border, in the 41-county region that comprises the heritage area. 
 

Projects awarded grant funding must interpret local history, and connect to one or more of the three major 
themes of the heritage area: the shaping of the frontier, the Missouri-Kansas Border War, and the enduring 
struggle for freedom. Grants range in amount from under $1,500 to $5,000. All awards over $1,500 require 
that the grant recipient show a local match of half the amount of the award. This match can be in the form of 
cash, or in-kind donations and staff and volunteer time. 
 
Freedom’s Frontier National Heritage Area is one of 49 heritage areas in the U.S. Heritage areas are non-
pro@it af@iliates of the National Park Service (NPS). They act as coordinating entities between the local or-
ganizations telling nationally signi@icant stories and the NPS. 
 
Freedom’s Frontier was established as a heritage area on October 12, 2006, when signed into law by Presi-
dent George W. Bush. The heritage area’s management plan was approved by the Department of the Interi-
or and the NPS in 2010. Freedom’s Frontier is headquartered in the Carnegie Building, 200 W 9th St., in 
Lawrence, KS. 
 
Grant applications are accepted from organizations within the borders of the heritage area which have 
signed a partner pledge with Freedom’s Frontier, and meet all other quali@ications for grant funding. Appli-
cations are reviewed quarterly by a peer group from the partnership. Organizations are asked to complete 
their grant projects within a year of the grant award. For more information about Freedom’s Frontier Na-
tional Heritage Area, visit the Web site at www.freedomsfrontier.org. 
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