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East Ninth August 26 CAC 
 Meeting Summary 

 
MEETING ATTENDED BY: Director of Arts & Culture: Porter Arneill; Chair of the 
Citizen Advisory Committee: Mike Amyx; ELNA Representatives: Phil Collison, 
Dave Loewenstein; City-at-Large Representatives: Rev. Verdell Taylor, Margene 
Swarts; Downtown Lawrence, Inc Representative: Emily Peterson; Warehouse 
Arts District Area Representative: Tom Larkin; Lawrence Arts Center 
Representatives: Tom Carmody, Ben Ahlvers; Lawrence Cultural Arts 
Commission Representative: Katherine Simmons; Business Representative: 
Marcia Hill; LiveWell Lawrence Healthy Built Environment Workgroup 
Representative: Tim Herndon; el dorado inc: Josh Shelton, Kara Schippers 

ABSENT FROM MEETING: ELNA Representative: John Sebelius; City-at-Large 
Representative: Burdett Loomis; Business Representative: Will Ogle 

Date: August 26, 2015 
Time: 6:30PM-7:45PM 
 
Agenda Topic #1:  Review Notes from July 29, 2015 CAC Meeting 
 
Notes:   
Porter Arneill: We need to approve last month’s CAC meeting notes. There will be 
one slight change – the notes list the meeting date as June 29, and it should read 
July 29.  
 

Moved by Tim Herndon, seconded by Tom Larkin, to approve meeting notes from July 29. Motion 
carried unanimously.   

 
Agenda Topic #2:  Update on Design Process 
 
Notes:   
Josh Shelton: These ideas are just a framework to build on, and they can be further developed in 
subsequent design phases.  
 
This drawing shows just how wide the street is on the west end; it’s like a four-lane highway. One of our 
objectives is to slow traffic down. One of the ways to do this is to narrow the lanes.  
 
We talked to the city about where the best place to reintroduce a brick or paver street and settled upon 
the two blocks between Connecticut to New Jersey. The reason it’s a limited area is a budget issue.  
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By narrowing the street, we end up with about a half an acre of space to work with that wasn’t there 
before. We have heard from the neighborhood that we should be careful about what we “fix.”  So we are 
thinking about the possibility of leaving and repairing existing curbs and filling in up next to them with the 
new program.  
 
We have a much more limited area for parking than before to de-emphasize vehicular traffic on the 
street. By going toward a more pedestrian oriented street, we have revealed these “found” spaces and 
are looking at ways to use those spaces that accomplish stormwater management, provide social 
programming, and introduce edible landscaping. 
 
We are using a light touch with this project by paying attention and relevance to what is already there. 
There are existing neighborhood moments that we can reach out to with the new, narrower streetscape.  
 
Agenda Topic #2:  Update on Art Programming 
 
Notes:   
Josh Shelton: Derek Porter is working with light. He immediately noticed that the lighting strategy along 
East Ninth is to light the intersections. That’s existing, so let’s not mess with it. But how do you bring low-
level lighting to the right moments along the path so your experience along the street doesn’t go from 
bright light to pure dark? The prototypes he is working on are super low-level and precise and don’t result 
in any light pollution and are modular to adapt to each location.  
 
Jarrett spent a week at the Lawrence Artist in Residency home and became fascinated with how East 
Lawrence uses porches, so he is thinking about building a front porch for the street that engages nearby 
institutions like the Maker Space, St. Luke AME, and New York Elementary. The porch would be a social 
gathering place for the people who live, work, and play in East Lawrence,  
 
Jim is concerned that people discuss this project in terms of it being a means to connect downtown to the 
Warehouse Arts District. If you actually live or work in East Lawrence, the way that you use the street is 
radically different than just a straight shot.  Jim is interested in an installation that celebrates how the 
street truly operates. It’s about the awareness of the neighborhood as a unique place.  
 
Agenda Topic #3:  Complete Street Document 
 
Notes:   
Josh Shelton: Bartlett and West have been looking for opportunities for infrastructural improvements, 
which involves a huge investment from and conversation with the city. They have pinpointed some water 
drainage issues near the church and ADA compliance problems. Estimates to bury power lines came in 
at about half the price that we expected. It may still be cost prohibitive to do the whole street, but we 
might be able to explore it in targeted locations, allowing tall tree growth to be present on certain blocks.  
 
I’d like to open it up for discussion now to talk about the beginnings of this plan. 
 
KT Walsh (public participant): I have some preservation issues to bring up. I’m curious about what the 
Historic Preservation agencies would have to stay about the curved street and a deviation from the 
straight street grid. What about parking for St. Luke AME?  
 
Jarrett Mellenbruch: The New York School will allow parishioners to park during services on the new 
black top.  
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Verdell Taylor: And as Josh mentioned, this is a type of handshake agreement that we have with the 
Principal of New York Elementary. We also have concerns about ADA issues.  
 
Tom Carmody: Have you talked to any of the East Ninth Artists? 
 
Josh Shelton: As we turn this over to the city as a concept plan, we will be bringing the East Ninth Artists 
into the fold.  
 
Arch Naramore (public participant): Can you get a 54’ trailer to my building on New Jersey through the 
alley with the island of trees you have shown? 
 
Josh Shelton: That’s a conversation we should have. If anything is happening on the street now, the last 
thing we would want is to prevent it from happening in the future. 
 
Tom Larkin: I think that’s why I like this plan, because each block is carefully considered to suit 
appropriate conditions. Is there also an opportunity to direct pedestrian traffic to a side of the street 
where it’s more appropriate? 
 
Josh Shelton: We are leaving existing sidewalks and curbs alone, so the pedestrian experience of the 
street won’t change much. It’s part of the “light touch” approach we are taking. It goes along with the idea 
that the street doesn’t need to be fixed, and in many ways it already is very complete.  
 
Tom Carmody: Are there continuous bike lanes? 
 
Josh Shelton: Yes, and they coincide with the street lanes for safety reasons. The idea is that if bikers 
and drivers are continuously aware of one another’s presence in adjacent lanes, they behave more 
carefully. 
 
Margene Swarts: When you are driving and see subtle changes, you instinctively slow down. And I like 
the idea of the continuous bicycle presence - you don’t forget that they are there.   
 
Michael Alman (public participant): East Ninth is not a high speed street, so you shouldn’t need a 
physical protective obstacle between the bike and car lanes. So I am guardedly optimistic that this 
approach would work. I would like to see more curves in the street and more information on how 
intersections work.  
 
KT Walsh (public participant):  We have a director of streets who understands brick streets and 
maintaining limestone curbs, so it concerns me that you were talking about reclaiming bricks.  
 
Josh Shelton: We are talking about restoring bricks from underneath those particular streets.  
 
KT Walsh (public participant):  Parking places near the Social Service League is very important to 
preserve. 
 
Phil Collison: The City Commission is discussing turning parking stalls into bike corrals, so we should 
follow that discussion to see how it informs this project.  
 
Burdett Loomis: There is a lot of space to gain right there at that intersection of Massachusetts and 9th. 
Something really interesting could happen there.  
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Josh Shelton: It would be nice to celebrate the connection to the Burrough’s Creek Trail and bike culture 
at Massachusetts and 9th.  The commitment to bringing the bike lanes all the way to Mass Street begins 
a conversation about extending bike lanes all the way to Iowa.  
 
Mike Amyx: At 9th and Mass we have an arrangement with Taxi stands, so there may be a contract.  
 
Emily Peterson: There is already a deficit of parking spaces downtown, so removing five spaces makes a 
big difference, especially when others are already being taken for bike corrals.  
 
Josh Shelton: That’s the tough contradiction about this project, when using such a pedestrian and bike 
friendly approach it’s hard to balance those priorities with the need for parking spaces for downtown 
businesses and new residences.  
 
Phil Collison: Do we know the current traffic counts? Can we think about the future implications of this 
project on upcoming traffic patterns? 
 
Josh Shelton: We will get into a more detailed discussion about that in the next phase of development. 
Our efforts are concentrated now on slowing things down.  
 
Phil Collison: I wish we had real numbers to look at so we aren’t guessing at the number of cars that use 
the street and the appropriate response.  
 
Josh Shelton: Yes, definitely. And we will get into that in Design Development. I’m sure the City has that 
data.  
 
Susan Tate(public participant): We did a count of pedestrians and bicycles, but we would also rely on the 
City for that data.  
 
Michael Alman (public participant):  Back to the parking space issue, some businesses prefer bicycle 
corrals to parking. So it can be self-determining.  I think the city should start by asking which businesses 
think that their customers and employees are more likely to bike than drive.  
 
Katherine Simmons: The conversations did start from business owners and now the city is looking for 
places to locate bike corrals close to those businesses.  
 
Tim Herndon: Is there some kind of Complete Street audit that we can do for the project? 
 
Josh Shelton: You know, I am more concerned about an East Ninth audit than a Complete Street audit.  
We understand the sensitivity about the fact that this street is not one that needs to be “completed” or 
“fixed.” That’s why we are employing a really reserved approach.  
 
Tom Larkin: Delaware has a huge traffic problem in terms of speed. A simple solution might be a couple 
of stop signs, but that needs to be addressed. I also think it would be nice to have a less abrupt ending to 
the street so pedestrians can walk west to east and then turn and walk east to west to experience the 
other side.  
 
Josh Shelton: Yes, and we still don’t know the best way to connect to the trail.  
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Ben Ahlvers: One of the most important entities on the street is the New York School and the kids that 
are crossing that street and riding bikes to school. There might be a need for a bike corral there too.  
 
Josh Shelton: What we will present next Tuesday is a concept plan, it is not THE plan. We need to have 
a loose grip on it so people have something to react and respond to and we can adjust accordingly.  
 
Also. There is an email address through which people can submit questions and concerns about the 
project: integratedeastninth@gmail.com 
 
Agenda Topic #4:  Next Steps 
 
Notes:   
Josh Shelton: Next Tuesday we will finish the Complete Street Concept Plan. Then it goes to ELNA for 
review on September 8. The Public Presentation over this phase will be Wednesday, September 23 at 
the Lawrence Arts Center from 7PM-8:30PM. 
 
One note on the schedule: the Work Plan did list the Try it Out event in September. As the Artist 
Selection panel has recommended we reissue the call, we will delay that event.  
 

Moved by Verdell Taylor, seconded by Burdett Loomis, to adjourn at 7:45PM. The next CAC 
meeting will be October 28.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


