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East Ninth July 29 CAC 
 Meeting Summary 

 
MEETING ATTENDED BY: Director of Arts & Culture: Porter Arneill; Chair of the 
Citizen Advisory Committee: Mike Amyx; ELNA Representatives: Phil Collison, 
John Sebelius; City-at-Large Representatives: Rev. Verdell Taylor, Margene 
Swarts; Downtown Lawrence, Inc Representative: Emily Peterson; Warehouse 
Arts District Area Representative: Tom Larkin; Lawrence Arts Center 
Representatives: Tom Carmody, Ben Ahlvers; Lawrence Cultural Arts 
Commission Representative: Katherine Simmons; Business Representatives: 
Will Ogle, Marcia Hill; LiveWell Lawrence Healthy Built Environment Workgroup 
Representative: Tim Herndon; City of Lawrence Vice Mayor: Leslie Soden; el 
dorado inc: Josh Shelton, Kara Schippers; Sans façon: Tristan Surtees 

ABSENT FROM MEETING: ELNA Representative: Dave Loewenstein; City-at-
Large Representative: Burdett Loomis 

Date: July 29, 2015 
Time: 6:30PM-7:45PM 
 
Agenda Topic #1:  Review Amendment from June 24, 2015 Meeting 
 
Notes:   
Mike Amyx: Item 4 in the letter to the City Commission is up for discussion. My 
recollection was that this concern was to be added to the work plan using the words 
“entertainment district.” Where is this additional language located in the Work Plan? 
 
Josh Shelton: It’s in the project background, in the final paragraph.  
 
Mike Amyx: Do we have questions about that language? 
 
Leslie Soden: In number 4, it also mentions that 9th Street should not be used as a venue, that events 
should happen downtown. This is a major concern of the neighborhood and it is not mentioned directly in 
the Work Plan. 
 
Josh Shelton: Within the parameters that the Design Team has been charged, we do not control future 
programming of the street. We are not working under the impression that this is to be an entertainment 
corridor. We learned a lot through public workshops about what appropriate design strategies are and 
aren’t for each block of East 9th Street.  
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Mike Amyx: I think in considering future programming, those decisions will be left up to the City 
Commission.  
 
Phil Collison: I think it shows a lack of vision in this paragraph to say that the Design Team is not 
charged with figuring out future programming.  The cultural plan won’t come along for a few years, and 
East Ninth will have already been finished by then. I also remember the CAC giving support to down-
zoning and cultural overlay efforts.  
 
Tom Carmody: Phil is there other language you would like to see transferred into the Work Plan? 
 
Phil Collison: It’s not a suitable place for a venue. There are parking concerns.  
 
Will Ogle: Is there anything that protects business owners from having access to their businesses during 
construction or events? 
 
Mike Amyx: During construction the city will always maintain access to the businesses. The same should 
happen during any proposed events. 
 
Tom Carmody: Would it help if we put that language in the Work Plan? 
 
Mike Amyx: Anyone who wants to have an event, there are processes they would have to go through – 
special event permitting.  
 
Katherine Simmons: Many events have to go through City Commission approval processes, there can be 
time limits, access limits, bathroom requirements, fire prevention measures. There are lots of restrictions.  
 
Phil Collison: I have heard that there is an ordinance that prevents vendors from operating in 
neighborhoods after 8PM, is this true? 
 
Katherine Simmons: I would have to check.  
 
Tim Herndon: I didn’t feel entirely informed about the process that resulted in this letter to the City 
Commission about neighborhood concerns. Which parts of the project background were altered to 
address this letter?  
 
Josh Shelton: It was just the last paragraph. 
 
Mike Amyx: Prior to our last meeting, the City Commission approved the plan pending the amendments. 
 
Tom Larkin: So is this something that we need to vote on? 
 
Porter Arneill: We need very clear direction for the City Commission.  
 
Katherine Simmons: I thought we already voted last meeting.  
 
Josh Shelton: The specific direction that was given to el dorado was to incorporate language about the 
project not becoming an entertainment corridor in a way that stood out and wasn’t buried within the 
document. The design team would never pursue this project as a sanctioned entertainment corridor.  
 
Margene Swarts: I think the amendment says exactly what we directed the design team to communicate.  
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Marcia Hill: How could it be clearer than that? 
 
Leslie Soden: I appreciate you trying to address my concerns, but my concerns were about addressing 
the neighborhood’s concerns. That’s why I provided specific sample language.  
 
Mike Amyx: It is the responsibility of this body to recommend to the City Commission whether or not to 
approve the amended work plan, and I think I see that the CAC believes that this language appropriately 
addresses the neighborhood’s concerns.  
 
Tim Herndon: Do you want this paragraph specifically inserted into the Work Plan? 
 
Emily Peterson: It seems outside of our scope to be determining where events can and cannot happen.  
 
Phil Collison: The grant says that the street will be the showcase for Free State Festival events.  
 
Josh Shelton: The design team cannot be prescriptive about what events can happen in the future. 
 
Mike Amyx: Does the amended language in the project background appropriately address the 
neighborhood’s concerns? I would entertain a motion to adopt this wording amendment.  
 

Moved by Margene Swarts, seconded Marcia Hill, to adopt the Work Plan wording amendment. 
Yes: Mike Amyx, John Sebelius, Burdett Loomis, Verdell Taylor, Margene Swarts, Emily 
Peterson, Tom Larkin, Tom Carmody, Ben Ahlvers, Marcia Hill, Katherine Simmons, Tim 
Herndon. No: Will Ogle, Phil Collison 
 

Agenda Topic #2:  Artist Selection Process Update 
Notes:   
Katherine Simmons: I’m going to give an overview of the Artist Selection process that took place 
yesterday. The second phase takes place at 8AM on Friday.  
 
There were 24 artists who applied to the three categories. We had two submissions for the Try it Out 
category, one of which was better suited for a different category, Integrated Artists Collaborations. That 
left one, so the panel discussed moving the date of the Try it Out event until the project is a little more 
developed, at which point we will reissue the call.  We had ten Lawrence submissions, and several other 
regional applicants. Everyone was happy about the majority of local applicants.  
 
Porter offered two seminars on how to submit for public art projects, we think this factored in to the 
number of applicants we got from Lawrence residents.  
 
We had eight applicants for East Ninth Artists, 14 for Integrated Artist Collaborations, and one for Try it 
Out.  
 
We will have six interviews for each category this Friday.  
 
Porter Arneill: This was the most thorough artist selection process I have ever witnessed. All material 
was considered. I was very impressed and pleased with the panel.  You all have a copy of the Associate 
Artists call. This is one of the most unique public art opportunities I’ve witnessed, so we should all 
promote this call.  
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Tristan Surtees: I was delighted with the quality of the submissions. It was exciting to see.  
 
Agenda Topic #3:  Meeting notes from June 24 
 
Notes:   
Mike Amyx: We need to adopt the notes from June 24.  
 
Phil Collison: In the meeting notes, it says entertainment district and not corridor.  
 
Tim Herndon: I don’t think the wording needs to be changed, the conversation evolved from the language 
present in the letter.  
 
Mike Amyx: Motion to adopt the minutes? 

 
Moved by Emily Peterson, seconded Tim Herndon, to adopt the June 24 meeting minutes. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

Josh Shelton: One note on the schedule. The work plan does list the Try it Out event in September. As 
the Artist Selection panel has recommended we reissue the call, we will delay that event.  
 

Moved by Verdell Taylor, seconded by Margene Swarts, to adjourn at 7:45PM. The next CAC meeting  
will be August 26. 	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


